TRENDS IN THE CONDUCT OF SPACE PHYSICS
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FIGURE 6.10  Number of NASA rocket launches, total and for space physics, 1982-
1991.

launches decreased by approximately 45 percent, but payload weight increased
substantially. The demand for sounding rocket support has been increasing
steadily since the mid-1970s due to decreased opportunities in orbital missions.
Recently the support level per experiment in solar and space physics has de-
creased substantially in order to fund more of these projects. Increasing univer-
sity overheads (described in Chapter 5) further decrease the funds directly avail-
able to the rocket researcher. Finally, rocket experiments continue to be managed